SIXPENCE 


THE 

OFFICIAL ORGAN 
OF THE 

WIRELESS INSTITUTE 
OF 

AUSTRALIA 


Published by the Victorian Division 


MARCH 1944 


AMATEUR-RADIO 


INCORPORATING THE N.S.W. DIVISIONAL BULLETIN 


es PART IL .. 
- By Frank Cross VKeFX . 


ve & constructional article on how to 

build a Sign®l Tracer, co ete with @ list of parts and a point to 
point description of the w & because parts are so hard to obtain 
thet dur .ti0n of my own trecer woul? be practically impossible, 
Anvway whet truc Ham follows a constructionel article? He usually 


It would be usoless to 


uses gear which he has on hand and recesigns to suit his own ideas, 


go @l1]1 that will be e@ettempted in this article will be the requirements 
of the Sirnal Tracer, ane a few tips so that vou may avoid some of 
the woe that has bee n mine. 


A Signal Tracer is &@ tune? vacuum tube volt meter. It can be of 
the T.R or Superhet variety and is no more sifficult to build 
than a 7.R.F. or Suverhet receiver. 4s it is & tuned VIVM it is 
essential tht it cover the frequencies that vou desire to moasure 
and listen to, so 1f you are interested in servicing BCL roceivers 
your trécer should cover all the frequencies the receivers cover 
including the S.W. rango, say from 15 to 50 Mc., and tho I.F. ranges 
(175 and 405 Ke.) to be of maximum benefit. It is not necessary of 
course to cover 81) thes RG aUenO Lee to make & very useful instru- 
ment, for by only covers. and up to 400 Kes, you can use 
it on about 90% of the ft ou do strike & DW sst andyou 
know the BC range is wor you aro well on the war to 
locating the trouble. 

Figure 1. shows &@ circuit suitable for @ Signél Tracer of thaT.R.F. 
variety. Coil switching or plug in coils can be used, but I will 
leave that to vou. In my case, as no suitable coil switch was avail- 
able “H’ type coils, condenser and dial were used for the RC band and 
00025 mica condensers shunted by trimmers were switched across the 
geng tuners to enable the 465 Ke. I.F. band to be covered, 


The first tube circuit requires explanation The probe lead is 
& piece of low capacity microphone cable, the shield of which is 
grounded to the tracer chassis to prevent pick up from any yart of 
the first grid circuit other than at the test probe point, which is 
coupled to the centre lead of the cable through @ small capaci tr in 
the vicinity of 1.5 mmfd., situate: right at the Probe en of the 
eable, This small capecity at the probe point and the capecity of 


water wiica. is 
2. say tue capacity 
mmfd. anc tie entire grid 
eorzal to 99 mf", t:on if a 
t.¢ points AS, only one 
tive reactance of 
acitive react= 


tie cable ad entuze 
imdenendent of Frew 
of tie series p 
circenit capacity inch 
100 m ovolt Sigal was placed acro 
microvolt © appear at point 
is 99 bimea gGeeater at any f. 
circvit, Gc. 


fe) 
ing ¢ ve cable is 


cot only 
TLG Of tie 
ataces of 


fication botroon tiie 
is ‘esire” to meas 
receivor. 

Ifa capacity is vse r1es with tue 
simal eax ak tie 2 oF first tubs, 
of tie civenit unex test i111 be too gveat, tuorefore a 
city of not rreatsr t.an 2 f* 2s recommends’. 


ascertain 


Ly 
of tia 3 ‘cirevit, 4¢. to 999mmni>. i G3. to 9999 mnfd 
anf 99999 mf- las allow us to attenuate tho 
simnal in conveniont ateps Te. cathoie resisto> in 


GS tube circvit is ca S otatine 
mougnout its range, %: varyinz, tie tu 
z 2 ng at ti.c catecto tie at 

vator sit WOxd S Seto h LS te wits of 


be able to vary tie attenvation of tue 
mes to 1,000,000 times in convenient ste vs. 


attenvat.on an? 
sirnal from 100 


-~4- 


et the 100 attenyation in tne osobe lea, ane call it 
attenuation from 0 to 10,000. 
As very few ams, if any, 


Actually we 


ave at toeiv disposal a bridge capable 
of measuring tiese capacitioes, orcer to use cut ané try 
metho'’s. ‘iven so, a fairly good job can be cone and you may be 
jolped by starting.waere I finis.es. After trying rany combinations, 
about tyo inc.es of twisted .oolmp wire as the series pobe 
ec foet OF . 104 micvophone cable as tre lea? anc .001, 
Ss. as Gl, G2, an” C3, respectively. A fv. rotation 
of the gain contvol mives exactly tie same variation as sit.e: of the 
first tvo conionsers, bub tie .1 condenser attenuates tio simnal too 
mics. It nad not been ynossible to tue present time to obtain .1 cone 
Sensers in various bran?s, to try, bit vou may be Iucitier than I. Tao 
valve on tie con*ensers vary ct ably from tveir real 

and soveral .01 condensers 19: before strik 
ave tio right attenuation. 

tao attonuatior cirevit carl be fitte? to any 
wecolve as some x 2 ~ Signal strengths, an cye 
or an output metas i f your 

wam super to trace 7oe in bants. Anote 
her possibility is to use ‘ead inso tro 
fetector as siown in tie cironit complete Te thy ye in‘icator, drt 
leaving out tie two tunes? RY staves, to track dom lo in tie rig 
after the ‘ar. Only one tuming coil of tie plug in variety so that 
the sam bands can be covers” is all that is noefed, as tio trans- 
mitter will put in enoug signal 
eye. Probably ve £ v 
to refuce “stunine cirevits un 
have plonty of soup tracer, aspscially on 
some of tie 25 watt 

As tie 7.2 ¥. states are conventional no comments will be mace 
about them, except to say tiat vou can i:ave one or two stages and 
still save a vseful tracer. I wave only one staro as tu 

denser available was a tivo ganc. If aoe can rot a tures 
an antique coaler by all means use tio two stares. 

Te detector cirevit tat annals It ~as beon racontly 
Meveloped in tie States of usine a igh impedance 
Getector of not loading hus aiding the seloct+ 
ivity and traciting at th i allowine us to vse an sye. 
Mie R.™, Gaoke in tie cathode circuit should be offectivo over the 
frequoncies tuned anc 1elded. Use 100 volts for the 
target of tre electric eva, 


a .5 mogobm resistor betzeen t 
target and plate. Wner tieso contitions tre eye 11 close with 
about 3 volts bias instead of eigat. 10 extra sensitivity and life 
of the eye irill compensate for the reduction of flourescent glow with 
(Be lower voltage. 

18 andio end needs no explanation, greater tue ser 
noe tie better. You ca n-make it to suit your needs. You » 
couls use one stage feeding into a pair of cans, an¢@ you covld 
ava y with tae output meter eye, anc just use txe audio probe 
switched to the diote position, as an avdio voltmeter. In fact you 
can male a tracer just as c.eap or just as expensive as you like and 
(Gontinueé on nage “79. 


va. 


e final stase of 


=e 


11 OI 


Jirom an article by 


G... Company, U.S. 


“Then a voltage is ineuced in the coil of a tuned circvit at its 
Pesonance Frequency, & mci greater voltage is Govelopec across tue 
coil an? condenser, having to tie induceti voltage tie same ra tio as 
fenser - bot» being 
eaual) to txe resistance of tie coil an? conceenssr. Tis ratio ha s 
been termed 9, anc for a tuned circuit: - 


1 i r 


1 coil + <p 


9, Coneensor 
9 for efrice 


of tuned c 


at 


Ratio fresvency oscillators vecvire coils of 
iency and froovency sta bility an? timed amplifiers nesd tuem for 
gain an: electivity. ft 1s tuerefore desivable to imow te optimum 
size and snaps of coils for maximum 9 an’ the Gegree to wich porfor- 
mance falls off wit: ticir variations as well as tie yolative morits 
of @ifferent jielectrics available for support. 


In a ny higa fremency coil thero avs two sovrees of losses 
having the effect of raising tie effective resistance of tre coil 
tie Metallic losses an@ te | .electric Losses. 


\LLIG LOSSES 


++. The effective resistance of a conructor at ligt 
euencies is greater than its cipect current 
resistance because alternating magnotic fields cutting t.e conductor 
artsy Gistribwtion non-uniform. 

In an isolate? long, sivaigut cylindrical conduce 
eney current is concentrated 
the peripuery. Ho frequenci.os above about 15 Mes the effect- 
ive resistance may bo s.0:m to be approzimately 


1056 VIO=E™ fr 


wnere?- £ * cyxcies / second 
v= resistance in ohms / em 
and the mamnetic permeability is unity. 


ee 


e form factor (lengt .“iameter) and txe winding space 
(wire diameter , pitei) ave eld constant, 2% can be show 
from the skin effect formula , ane the usual inductance fovmmla f 
single layer solenoids, tiat in tue frequency re 
effect is prominent and BOE ROE BE coiling off. 
loss tiie ratio inductance , effective res 
‘ional to eci] size end i néant af 


- Ge 


2. in the fielé of ot‘er 


Wren a con*uctor 13 
; ont Cistribution is still 


further disturbe , d 
skin-effect valus by an amount Cepending 
and direction of t:e other conductor 
effect at high freouencies 1s mainly 


Coiling effect = 


ak moter 
Poe winting piter 


and A is a function of coil shape a 
of 2 may be used for sx0rt wave co } 
above, it is foune tra + optimum wire diamotor 

coils is aporozimately 0.7 times tre priten. “Yuen ib is eon posse 
ible to worl: to this figure a loss serlors error is intro*uced by 
using wire too large; tian if tie wive be too small in diameter. 


numbe 


Tie circyit leads including tie metallic pat’. of tie 
current in the condenser also add GES hanop) eve to 
skin effect, but coiling effect is not importa nt except in the 
extreme UHF ragion. 


an te f¥veovency approaches tie natuval 
resonance valus of te coil tie curr ent 

varles from tur to tum to toe capacitativo cv 
turns and thus upsets t2e basic -oryvect ane coilin 
relations, but as coils usvally have a natural resonanco i 
quency well above the ope: muencio s this may be neglecte. 


SAPACTN OF COTE . . 


Metallic Losses are cause ea t+ dissivate? in shields 
etc. by induced cuprents. Tiese erfects may not bo reatily cal- 
culated and are usvallv minimis by keepine tne coil clear: of 
snields and otaer metallic objects by a dis 
coil. diameters. Any parts ic. cannot be 
coil may be silver or coppe:: plater. 


gua tue coil cause losses 
because | toey ave a dielectric froming part of tue 
@istributed capacity of tno coil. 21s effect is mi: 


STEMS) COSC 7. 


imised by 
using only low power factor dielectrics in tie fisld of the coil, 
ané as little of t.om as practicable. 


mt 


+ GON, 


i... At broadcast frecuencies tie losses in i 

condenser are nocligibls, but at igh fro- 
ouencies tais does not hola and tue condenser losses Fveguentiy 
become greater than those in the coil. Condenser losses may bo 
minimised in tie same manner as set out above for dielectric 
losses in the coil. 


Ss 
Neer ee a, t, low ane higk 


freouencies, 


extreme Peery 1 freavenci 


CONCLUSION... The followin; 
ae x ments of 9 ta 
betveen 15 and 350 me/s. 

At freauencies above 15 ifc, the 9 of a tuned circnit is 
Aependent as much on the condenser as on the coil. 

Goil 9 appears to be nearly proportiona 1 to coil diameter, but 
with conventional tming condensers increasing the coil ciametor 
from one inch indefinitely would improve tue circuit 9 by less 
tran 2 to 1 

Optimum coil siape factor is of the order of 1 

Optimm wire diameter is of tue order of 0.7 timos t 
pitca, but a ro uction to 0.5 results in a Cecrease in 9 
about 5 per cent. 


Polystrene 


conclusions were reached from measure- 
en on various ceiks at freavencies 


winding 
only 


acrylate composition g»voove: froms prov: 
pact coils wiie: with a conventional concenser at 20 Mce;s 
tunes cirenit 9 of 200, anc wit pienolic composition pzoover 
forms apart 170. 

Tsing a conventional type of bigh-freauency condenser (th 
ceramic insulation) ané coils supportece on groove? forms of low- 
loss mater.al an overall circuit 9 of 550 is practicable at 15 to 
30 Me,'s wita coils of one inch cian meter and length. 


e@ com- 


(Continued from page 4) 


there can bo just as much variation in craceres as tiere is in Ham 
resesivers ov transmitters. 

fontt try to use gs sLelded hook up wire as the i probo leac, as 
the ca pacity is too i You ma y get avay wit) 
some large tubing covered wi. suielding similar to tiat used in 
cars for tne a erial lead-in; se no mike cable is obtainable. 


on't use an ordinary Aiods detector if your tracer is tie 
P. variety unloss you want it to be as broad as a barn door. 
Dontt neglect to ave a go at ma king a tracer The time you 


spend in building one up will bo repaic, ween you want to get your 
junk pile on tue air ina ‘Surry. 


In tuese days of conservation a né& preservation, it migat 
interest tiose m ticulous amateurs and otvers vs0 tyim up orc 
soldering jobs ta small-cut file, ané who fini 
fills wits soleer. Tre solcer can ea sily be remov 
the file in lead solvent suca as use* by 
tie solvent the file s.cul2 Rey brusne: 
bristlec brvsh. esse ee 
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A page of book reviews conducted for the benefit of 
Mams in the Services, and otaers similarly situated 


SHORT AVS VIR ISS COMMUNICATION (including VU. 


This is a book waick while technically excellent in many 
ReaDOCtRy 1s open to critism for its sketcny treatment of some 
of the subject matter an@ for its hapnazaré make-up. 


Commencing with an tistorical introduction, waich ine dentally 
pays a tribute to the Ha ms non their early Short “ave worl: (and 
ignores tieir more recent VF By ror) it tien turns to Mor ulation 
and jiiga Wrequency z. Higa Meequency loeders, 
Aerials and Aerial 1 wm f ws Pus>-Pull, Powe Ampli- 
fiers, Oscillators and Constant Mreouency Oscillators, filectron 

illators, Modul, woblems of Reception anc 
»vclal Receivers (consisting ov a description,of a Marconi do 
superretvodyne, a very conventiona 1 one at tnat). 


Finally, Uommoercial Wireless Telepione Circuits, Commercial 
Sransmitters, an? J.J. “serapeutic Apparatus are dealt wit . Best 
Chapters are tiose on aerials, Constant Froovency Oscillators and 
Moculation Circuits. 


his book has obviovsly been written for ongineers doaling 
exclusively wi ti. commercial communication systoms, an‘ tie co- 
authors ave two sucii engineers. We tar tuls a pity, however, 
at su a work should be intorsperse® with so many fres adds 
for tae Marponi Compang. ‘nile we realise the fine work tais 
organisation aas done and ave tie createst of admiration for its 
late founder, we really feel that tie Marconi Co is sufficiently 
well lImown to survive and continue to grow groat without continual 
mention turougiout tie pages of waat suould be a purely technical 
10x 


In conclusion we take tie authors to task for taeir statement 
tha t the design of commercial receivers calls for tue highest 
possible sensitivity “because of the reduction of power of commor- 
cial transmitters to tae barest minimum." “le are well aware that 
regulations reouire minimum power for ti.e particular purpose, but 
surely Begete Ladner ané Stoner ave seard of those "“V" wieels 
jave so uselessly cluttered up 


wit? bigh power. 


However, if you want a bool which, whatever snortcomings 
in a non-technical sense, is technically very sot anc is 
written wita special application to Suort Wave work, tais is it. 


toh Gdn. 


hort “ave Wireless Communication, by Ladner anc Stoner 
(1942) ... 573 pages ... 57/ 
Qur copy by covrtosy MeGills Newsagoncy. 
Alec =. Clyne ~ koview iiditor, 


- Or 
‘ i 
SLOUCH HATS and FORAGE CAPS. 


As our Yank Cousins say..,.What do you know???...woll, you are 
protty Slow on those notes, I Imow, just to give you 411 a nice 
new" pieco of news to start tho month off with, 


Incidentally, these “winges", sez some eruds lads...those "moans" 
says those, who remembar 4 few faroff léssons in politeness to old 
ago..,,or these "pleas" as gontlemen and others have it....thoy mst 
be pretty touching, no doubt due to the early hour in tho morning at 
which they are born, for October's effort touched & guilty conscience 
way off in London, "G". So Maurice Lusby, one VK2WN who is mixed up 
with Scientific affairs one way and another, used tho Air Mail and 
the modern Airgrapph and just missed the February issue. 

(BL os ao Dpuat dro) 

2WN has beon exw: from Aussie for nearly two years spending 4 
good deal of it in Amorica and now in England, Sqd. Leader VKZ0R 
Mavrie Brown is also working with him at the momont while a third 
VKe2 Ian Cuffe 2XC & Lieut in the RNVR is a pretty constant visitor 
at their flat, 2XC is one of those rare birds...a Ham with a Comm- 
ission in the Navy, and should have some good stories to tell the 
VK2 Division after tho War, not to mention what the two Morries will 
bo able to lot some light in on. Hif{ The last paragraph of 2WN'ts 
letter I will quote “Just moved into a new flat, but not sure its 4 
good idea, I had ocight Stevol-concrete stories above me at tho last 
place..,only one above me hero, Didn't occur to mo till we had a 
raid the other night". ..so I wonder what Maurie'a been thinking 
since the socond "blitz" got & go on??? Hi! 


Qra for "Snow" Campboll, VK3MR, (as if we all don't lmow his call, 
soz the mob...) Campbell M.R, Sgt. 9190 RAAF, Kriegsgofangonennunmer 
29604,,,Stealag Luft IIL...(ViiiB)...German) It's in Poland so G2Y¥L 
says, who kindly sent the news por Airgraph, So whon you got a 
spare moment, remember a card to Snow will be more approciated than 
tho best bit of DX he over raised in tho "good old days", Tho "Dts" 
soem to give the mailman a better chanco than the littlo yellow men 
do, But thoy will no doubt commence to be “Hon.," men very soon 
now, by the looks of things. Hi} 


VKSOF just about finished his 26 days leave down at Hampton, and 
not & blade of{ grass*cutoon-the dawn yet, so I hoar, Wilf 2ALF now 
wandoring around up North on another cruisor, keaping the Admiral 
company, but hopes to join 30F again soon. 


Captain Don. B, Knock is still down in Vic and is just about & 
VK3S he has been there so long. At the Staff Corps Mess thoro is 
usually a gathering of hams representing almost a11 the States and 
the topic sooner or later is always what they are going to "do after 
the War." Have you docided how to run a@ Federal Institute yet, oms? 
And, Don, just say, “Notes” to Johnny Treill for me...thanks ovor 
so much, 
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Charlie Miller, I mcan Sgt. Millor once VKZADE is now at Amborloy 
after a couple of quick shifts @round. is Charlic was originally a- 
VK4 no doubt this posting suits him pretty well. What a pity those 
ZLts got away on us Cherlie (27C). 


VK4RF is swotting Trig. Algebra and vérious other things bosides 
Toeing 4 ATEN hat makes the kilocycles go doWn at Flinders, His 
ins time to: is K ron VIRFF (how are you Ken.... long time no 
on Govt. property in tho school aro the follow- 
gees aeaga 2EK, 2ADL, 24EX, 61G, 7IT and 4RF. The last is 
t the result of” bad example. Hi! 


Corcers1 Jim Stevens VK3ZK has been sponding 4 spot of leave in 
town, Swan Hill, Spends his working hours helping to koop 
in tho cir somewhore up North. Has had those two:stripos 
for somo time now--porhaps there is another in tho offing, 


Sgt. H. D. Ackling NX 26238 of tho Aust. Spoc. Wireless Group 
once: woll Imown a3 VK2PX arises out of his "“grandfathorly" sleep 
and aftor a fow years @nnounccos he is up Bris no way, Harold, om, 
such’ shocks aro not od for me, in my old ago, I say whore is 
that Commission tho jd was “just round the corner" in the circular 
they sont us ail...did uu say it was 3 yoars and 8 months ago, 
Verily, one has to be vory careful of advertising, Hil 


Leading Telogravhist Kon Allon RANR (hope I heve those all importe 
ant initinls right) has at last managed to got a fow wooks home 
loave and turnod up at tho Victorian Division where ho entertainod 
tho rest of the coys with tho story of some of his doings ovor tho 
Past fow yoars, inoluding tho “truco” story of those famous motors J 


Another ham to turn up at tho January mooting of tho VK3 Division 
was Capt, Jack Winton VKSXR of an AIF Artillery unit, At that timo 
he was on leave from a "Jack spent somo timo in 
tho Middle East and aithough his job is not 4 radio one, we bolievo, 
ho was ablo to turn on & domonstration of considerable value to tho 
Sigs soction. 

VKSFR Sgt. Fred Smith also turned up at the VKS Anuary movting. 
It was his first home leave aftor cighteon months in tho West whore 
ho spont most of his time training prospoctive sigallers, He has 
now been transferred to a Sig. Training School at Boncgille.. .maybe 
ho is now training AWAS, 

VK58G. Sgt. Roth Jones RAAF is now spending his time up in tho 
Gulf country. 

VKSMJ Sub Lt. D.J. Medley RANR is stationed in Sydney and from 
what ho had to say at the Feb moeting of the Vic Division, he 
managos to sce quite a bit of tho Harbour....Don't forgot tho VK2° 
Division moetings on the third Thursda-;, om....2%C. 


Pilot Officer Gordon Templeton VKS0W is another of the original 
RAAF Reserve boys who has bee n on the job since Suptembor 1°59. 


(Continued on pago 14) 
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DIVISIONAL NOTES. 


SOUTH WALES DIVISION 


The 34th Annual General Meeting of the Division was held at 
Y.M.C.A. Buildings on Thursday 17th February and the attendance 
was representative of 411 sections of the amateur community. 


The Annual Report wes unanimously adopted and Council was 
congratulated upon their work over the past year. Some considerable 
on took place regarding the suggestion of an Australian 
. With @ permanent staff similar to the R.S.G.B. and A.R.R.L. 
Members were of the opinion that immediate consideration should be 
given to this matter and that Federal Headquarters should obtain 
an expression of opinion from all States, 


A rather interesting letter from H, J. Taylor VK2T] regarding 
the possibilities of using Radio in connection with Bush Fire 
Brigades was the subject of no little comment particularly as Members 
were informod that the matter had been taken up with N.E,S. and that 
body was intorested, It is hoped that further information will be 
available in time for the next General Meeting. Every effort is 
being made to interest the powers that be and if tho scheme comos 
into operation it will present country members of the E.C.N, with 
their long awaited opportunity. 2DG please noto! 


During the past few weeks quite a few members havo queried the 
possibilities of holding some form of contest that would embrace the 
building of equipment other than transmitting apparatus that would 
be of value in the post war Amateur Station. Several suggestions 
wero put forwerd &s to the form this Contest would take and it was 
decided that the Contest would be held and that details would be 
finalised at the next meeting. One suggestion that will be adopted 
was that a prize be given for an essay on “Post War Amatour Radio." 


During the evening the poll was declared for the election of 
Council for 1944 and was as follows:+ 


W. G. Ryan VK2TI 63 G. Cole VKeDI 28 
Cc. Fryar VKeNP 57 R. Miller 28 
R. Pridale VK2RA 56 J. Keane vKe2oN a7 
H. Peterson VK2HP 54 C. Higgins VKeLO aly 
F. P. Dickson VK2AFB 52 H. G. Wilson VK2AGO 12 


E, Hodgins  VK2EH 45 


Seven Councillors were to be clected and from the above it 
will be seen that Messrs. Cole and Miller tied for seventh place 
and it was decided to plece both names in a hat and a draw be 
made with the result that G. Cole, VK2DI geined seventh place, 
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The various Office Bearers will be elected by Council at 
its first Meeting after the Annual General Meeting. 


At the conclusion of General Business a general discussion 
took place dealing with "The Feeding and Rotation of Three 
Element Beams" and one of our new Members, Mr. Ken Davidson 
dealt at some length on the mechanical aspect of the subject. 


The next General Meoting of the Division will be held at. 
Y.M.C.A. B ngs on Thursday 16th Merch and the main item on 
the Agen 11 be ths proposed Contest. If you havo any ideas, 
como along and put them before the Meeting. 


x £8 Bs 3S. S28 


EMERGENCY COMMUNICATION W. 


The Competition for the E.C.1. Cup (Second Series) is now 
rapidly nearing completion. Tho degree of efficiency attained 
by e&ch station is very heartening to © organisers and from 
this angle alone the contest has jus ai There 
is so little difference these days botwoon any station that tho 
Committee are forced to pick on the slightest error as an excuse 
to deduct points. The exercise just concluded resulted as follows:- 


VL2IT, VL2ETE coach 198, VL2IC 197. VL2IL, VL2IK each 195, 
VL25P 194 and VL2IF 193. It is very pleasing to see VL2IE sharing 
the honors s month, This station presented quite a few diffi- 

ntii the last few months both from a technical and an 
ngle but these hurdles he or 
VL23L would also have shared the load this month but for 
pleases note - the Mdndorgarten" type of messages transmiited over 
tyro week-ends and 2 desire to enter into acrimonious discussion 
over tho air, 


WK2A I 


Hore are the ageregate points to date:- 


VLeIC 909 VL23L 880 
VL2ETT 907 VLeIF 854 
VL2 dK 888 VL2dE 714 
VL25P 888 


March should see a very interesting tussle between VL2d0 
and VL2JI. I wouldn't try and pick the ultimate winner! 


As pointed out in evious issues N.Z.S. intend to make 
greater use of the E.C.. in the very near future. In tho past 
Radio Practices have not been co-crdinated with those of other 
411 this 1 be altered, it is tici- 


ations will, in future, nracties en the sane 


- 15-6 
nights as the District Controls to which they are attached. 
This will mean that stations will practice as follows:- 


Tuesday Night. Thursday. 

. vLeoD ; : y VL2IL 
VL2IK : VL278 
VLegP ’ VL2IF 


During that week in which the third. Thursday falls, all stations 
will practice on the Tuesday night. It is not Imown yot When this 
scheme will come into operation. Although there are only 5 D.A.C!s 
there are no less than 69 municipalities and all these practice 
nights have to be co-ordinated, 


All Operators will join in extending sympathy to both Mossrs, 
Arthur Springott VK20M and George Shelley VK2QF who both suffered 
bereavements in recent weeks through the loss of their mothers, 


POST WAR 


What are your views regarding this all important subjoct? Do 
you think that Amateurs should be granted tho' same privileges as in 
p ro-war days? Do you think they should be restricted to operating. 
on the higher frequencies? Should power be limited to 50 watts or 4 
kilowatt or is there a happy medium. Do you think tho Instituto 
should have a permanent staff. Do you think a11 Amatours should 
belong to the W.I,A, What are your ideas of tho post war Amatour 
Station? Do you think that Service and Civilian Defence Resorves 
should be organised and maintained by means of a Government subsidy. 
Do you think that the P.M.G, should vest in tho W.I.A. the control 
of Experimimental Radio to a larger degree than they did in tho past. 


In &n endeavor to find the answers to tho above questions and 
of course many others dealing with Post War Amateur Radio, the Now 
South Wales Division of tho Institute has decided to offer three Ona 
Pound War Savings Certificates as Prizes for the best essays ro~ 
ceived on this subject, Essays will not be rostricted as to length, 
but if possible shovld be typed. Tho Competition is open to all 
Amateurs in Australia, The definition of an Amateur is a person who 
is interested in Experimental Radio. In order to give Servicemen an 
opportunity of forwarding entries tho Competition will close on 18th 
Way 1944 whilst all other ontries should be sent in not later than 
20th April 1944, Entrios should be addressed to Federal Secretary, 
W.I.A,, 21 Tunstall Avonuc, Kingsford N.S.W. and endorsed “Essay 
Competition". 

The winning Essays will be published in “Amateur Radio.” The 
judges, whose decisions ave to be regarded as final, reserve the 
right to increase or decrease the number of prizes dependent upon the 
number, or morit of the essays received. Remember the Contest will 
close on 20th April 1944 for all Amateurs other then Servicemen and 
18th May for Amateurs on Service. 
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VICTORIAN DIVISION 


Since Christmas the Victorian Divisional Council has been very 
busy in exploring the possibilities of establishing a Radio Communi- 
cations Net to act in conjunction with the Fire fighting authorities, 


On New Yearts Eve. following a report in the daily press that there 
was lack of manpower and commnications, Council contacted tho For- 
ests Commission offering the services of operators and where possible 
equipment. This was per telephone, two days later a letter was fore 
warded confirming the 'phone offer, 


Following the disastrous fires in the Westorn District, Council 
recoived & telegram signed by various Western District hams. Tho 
main text of the telegram read:- “Meeting of Western District Bush 
Pires Association unanimously adopted suggestion Amateurs co-operate 
radio communications fight bush fires, Request Institute assistance ,' 
Immediately two representatives of the Victorian Division contacted 
responsible State authorities and received every encouragement, which 
resulted in the attendance of representatives at a meeting of one of 
the fire fighting bodies, where the scheme was explained in detail 
by the aid of maps. 

This body were very. enthusiastic in the scheme, and it was 
gathered that they were working on a big re-organisation scheme into 
which the radio network would prove of utmost value, 


To date nothing further has been heard by Council. This of course 
was anticipated, and Council is very hopeful that the authorities 
Will seo the value of the service that the Institute can offer. 


Members interested in the re-formation of the Wostern Zone aro 
asked to contact George (Tim) Wells...VK3TV,.,Hamilton. 


Enlisting as ACI, Gordon spent four years in Melbourne at RAAF HQ 
sigs. 8nd later wes for a timo at Melbourne W/T station. He re~ 
ceived his Commission in October !43 after being through all the 
ranks, &and is now serving with GHQ in Brisbene. 


And lastly here is the story of the “honest Ham",..apparentlsy 
such really does exist...but I have yet to mect it. Hi! "it appoara 
he was told by & @.M. to take some Radio gear out of the said Qiits 
way, and, under the impression that he was meant to take the goar 
to his unit tho honest ham transported the gear and reported samo - 
to his C.0. Too lato, alas, he discovered the 2M meant that our 
honest ham could have the gear himself" .,.wouldn't it?...S0 bo 
careful, all ye who may be thinking of reforming. 


Lastly the QRA is 78 Maloney Street, Eastlakes,..tho 'phono- 
number is MU1092....and wh- the heck more notes don't arrivo is 
because you are a lot of lazy so and sos..,Hi! 


Those.notes nearly didntt appear this month ,... Ed.) 
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